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Gene Technologies

To promote development of DNA technologies, gene mapping, ge-
netic engineering methods, and ex situ storage methods (e.g., cryo-
preservation), FAO will seek to establish a research fund from extra-
budgetary sources for support of relevant projects. The intent is to
foster the development of more efficient and cost-effective methods of
conservation and use. The Expert Consultation urged FAO to develop
opportunities to train developing country scientists in these emerging
technologies (Food and Agriculture Organization, 1992; Hodges, 1992b).

An International Legal Framework

With global distribution and use of germplasm comes the need
for clearly established understandings about ownership, exchange,
and compensation. FAO, in consideration of existing instruments
and proposals (such as the Convention on Biological Diversity signed
in June 1992 at UNCED), will seek relevant agreements to ensure an
appropriate legal framework for global animal genetic resource ac-
tivities (Food and Agriculture Organization, 1992; Hodges, 1992b).
In addition, the Expert Consultation recommended that FAO pro-
mote and encourage the formation of national and appropriate re-
gional programs for the conservation and management of livestock
and poultry (Food and Agriculture Organization, 1992; Hodges, 1992b).

INFORMATION SOURCES AND DATA BASES

The information available on livestock populations generally takes
three forms: published reports, analyses from qualified individuals,
and unpublished production records. Publications include research
papers in periodicals, reports, proceedings, theses, and books. Most
publications are catalogued and available through libraries, while some
printed materials, such as extension service bulletins, may not be
indexed and may be difficult to identify and obtain.

The publications in the series entitled FAO Animal Production and
Health are a valuable contribution to the characterization and man-
agement of global animal genetic resources. They include proceed-
ings of meetings of the Expert Advisory Panel on Animal Genetic
Resources Conservation and Management (Food and Agriculture Or-
ganization, 1984a,b; Hodges, 1987), descriptions of specialized popu-
lations (for example, Awassi sheep [Epstein, 1985]; Przewalski horse
[Food and Agriculture Organization, 1986a]), and descriptions of the
livestock populations for an entire country or region (for example,